THE GREAT TUDORS

guarantee of good behaviour, but he refused to find sureties
until he had seen the conditions, " for otherwise I may not
with honesty entreat any sureties to enter into bonds for me."
On July 29 he wrote:

" I am the more earnestly enforced to entreat a
speedy discharge for that I have been this three months
weekly troubled with sickness in this place of prison;
only for want of air, exercise, and liberty. It would
pity your heart to see my oftener than weekly sickness,
and some compassion, I trust, will be carried towards
me in regard of my old years, being above 73."

There was no compassion. He died in the Tower on
November 10, 1597.
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The Lieutenant of the Tower said: " If the gentlemen of
England were honest, there would be five hundred more in
prison for Mr. Wentworth's opinion before long.5* That
may stand for his epitaph. And on the fiftieth anniversary
of his death, King Charles the First signed the death-warrant
of the monarchy by escaping from Carisbrooke Castle,
where he had been detained by a new generation of the
gentlemen of England whose honesty matched their
courage.
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